need to balance complexity with
performance. In addition, Google is said
to be working on offline functionality,
which would allow users to access the
software and their files even when not
connected to the Internet.

What are the implications for
teaching and learning? ~and the ability to
observe and patrticipate in the creation
of school-

While the financial incentives to

use Google Apps might compel a

university to try it, the benefits for

building a more collaborative
teaching and learning
environment could be the reason
to stay. These benefits potentially
include peer review of academic
work aryl material. Today’s
students are generally
comfortable sharing content and

collectively generat ‘gg Om

knowledge. The Go

model o %ﬁd ry ancP g
file stora§ es a set of tool a’

and an infrastructure to make this
happen. By leveraging student
interest in and use of such tools,
institutions might be able to
encourage more experimentation
with collaborative learning.
Google Apps also facilitates
sharing of information such as
syllabi, and it offers an easy way
to publish student work. Google
Apps allows students and
instructors to forget about the
tools and focus on creative ways
to use technology in their disciple
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