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The element Selector 

The jQuery element selector selects elements based on their tag names. 

You can select all <p> elements on a page like this: 

$("p")  

Example 

When a user clicks on a button, all <p> elements will be hidden: 

Example 

$(document).ready(function(){ 
  $("button").click(function(){ 
    $("p").hide(); 
  }); 
});  
 

The #id Selector 

The jQuery #id selector uses the id attribute of an HTML tag to find the specific element. 

An id should be unique within a page, so you should use the #id selector when you want 
to find a single, unique element. 

To find an element with a specific id, write a hash character, followed by the id of the 
element: 

$("#test")  

Example 

When a user clicks on a button, the element with id="test" will be hidden: 

Example 

$(document).ready(function(){ 
  $("button").click(function(){ 
    $("#test").hide(); 
  }); 
});  
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The .class Selector 

The jQuery class selector finds elements with a specific class. 

To find elements with a specific class, write a period character, followed by the name of 
the class: 

$(".test")  

Example 

When a user clicks on a button, the elements with class="test" will be hidden: 

Example 

$(document).ready(function(){ 
  $("button").click(function(){ 
    $(".test").hide(); 
  }); 
});  
 

 

More Examples of jQuery Selectors 

Syntax Description 

$("*") Selects all elements 

$(this) Selects the current HTML element 

$("p.intro") Selects all <p> elements with class="intro" 

$("p:first") Selects the first <p> element 

$("ul li:first") Selects the first <li> element of the first <ul> 

$("ul li:first-child") Selects the first <li> element of every <ul> 

$("[href]") Selects all elements with an href attribute 

$("a[target='_blank']") 
Selects all <a> elements with a target attribute value 
equal to "_blank" 

$("a[target!='_blank']") 
Selects all <a> elements with a target attribute value 
NOT equal to "_blank" 

$(":button") 
Selects all <button> elements and <input> elements of 
type="button" 

$("tr:even") Selects all even <tr> elements 

$("tr:odd") Selects all odd <tr> elements 
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jQuery hide() and show() 

With jQuery, you can hide and show HTML elements with the hide() and show() 
methods: 

Example 

$("#hide").click(function(){ 
  $("p").hide(); 
}); 
 
$("#show").click(function(){ 
  $("p").show(); 
}); 
 

Syntax: 

$(selector).hide(speed,callback); 
 
$(selector).show(speed,callback);  

The optional speed parameter specifies the speed of the hiding/showing, and can take 
the following values: "slow", "fast", or milliseconds. 

The optional callback parameter is the name of a function to be executed after hide (or 
show) completes. 

The following example demonstrates the speed parameter with hide(): 

Example 

$("button").click(function(){ 
  $("p").hide(1000); 
}); 
 

 

jQuery toggle() 

With jQuery, you can toggle between the hide() and show() methods with the toggle() 
method. 
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jQuery slideToggle() Method 

The jQuery slideToggle() method toggles between the slideDown() and slideUp() 
methods. 

If the elements are slide down, slideToggle() will slide them up. 

If the elements are slide up, slideToggle() will slide them down.  

$(selector).slideToggle(speed,callback); 

The optional speed parameter can take the following values: "slow", "fast", milliseconds. 

The optional callback parameter is the name of a function to be executed after the 
sliding completes. 

The following example demonstrates the slideToggle() method: 

Example 

$("#flip").click(function(){ 
  $("#panel").slideToggle(); 
}); 
 
 

 

jQuery Effects Reference 

For a complete overview of all jQuery effects, please go to our jQuery Effect Reference. 

jQuery Effects - Animation 

 

The jQuery animate() method lets you create custom animations.  

jQuery Animations - The animate() Method 

The jQuery animate() method is used to create custom animations. 

Syntax: 
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However, there is a technique called chaining, that allows us to run multiple jQuery 
commands, one after the other, on the same element(s). 

Tip: This way, browsers do not have to find the same element(s) more than once. 

To chain an action, you simply append the action to the previous action.  

The following example chains together the css(), slideUp(), and slideDown() methods. 
The "p1" element first changes to red, then it slides up, and then it slides down:  

Example 

$("#p1").css("color","red").slideUp(2000).slideDown(2000); 
 
We could also have added more method calls if needed. 

Tip: When chaining, the line of code could become quite long. However, jQuery is not 
very strict on the syntax; you can format it like you want, including line breaks and 
indentations.  

This also works just fine: 

Example 

$("#p1").css("color","red") 
  .slideUp(2000) 
  .slideDown(2000); 
 

jQuery - Get Content and Attributes 

jQuery contains powerful methods for changing and manipulating HTML elements and 
attributes. 

 

jQuery DOM Manipulation 

One very important part of jQuery, is the possibility to manipulate the DOM. 

jQuery comes with a bunch of DOM related methods, that makes it easy to access and 
manipulate elements and attributes. 
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In short; AJAX is about loading data in the background and display it on the webpage, 
without reloading the whole page. 

Examples of applications using AJAX: Gmail, Google Maps, Youtube, and Facebook tabs. 

You can learn more about AJAX in our AJAX tutorial. 

 

What About jQuery and AJAX? 

jQuery provides several methods for AJAX functionality. 

With the jQuery AJAX methods, you can request text, HTML, XML, or JSON from a 
remote server using both HTTP Get and HTTP Post - And you can load the external data 
directly into the selected HTML elements of your web page! 

 

Without jQuery, AJAX coding can be a bit tricky! 
 
Writing regular AJAX code can be a bit tricky, because different browsers have 
different syntax for AJAX implementation. This means that you will have to write 
extra code to test for different browsers. However, the jQuery team has taken care 
of this for us, so that we can write AJAX functionality with only one single line of 
code. 

 

 

jQuery AJAX Methods 

In the next chapters we will look at the most important jQuery AJAX methods. 

jQuery - AJAX load() Method 

 

jQuery load() Method 

The jQuery load() method is a simple, but powerful AJAX method. 

The load() method loads data from a server and puts the returned data into the selected 
element. 

Syntax: 
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