
Jose de San Martin  -  Much like Simon Bolivar, Jose de San Martin was a South American military 
leader involved in the liberation of several South American countries from Spanish colonial rule.

Friedrich Schiller  -  German Romantic dramatist of the late 18th and early 19th century.

Karl Friedrich Schinkel  -  German Romantic architect who worked both in classical forms; a leader
in the Gothic Revival.

Percy Bysshe Shelley  -  Influential British Romantic poet, married to Mary Shelley. Read 
the SparkNote on Shelley's Poetry.

Mary Shelley  -  British Romantic writer, wife of Percy Bysshe Shelley, and author 
of Frankenstein (1818), a classic allegory of the flaws of Reason and Science.

Slavs  -  An ethnic and linguistic classification in Eastern Europe and Western Asia that includes 
Russians, Ukrainians, Belarusians, Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, and 
Macedonians.

Events

Carlsbad Decrees  -  1819 regulation in Germany that outlawed the Burschenschaft student groups, 
pushing them underground. It also established censorship, and government control of universities. 
Metternich, from his position of influence in Austria, helped get this measure passed in the German 
Bund.

Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle  -  1818 Congress in which the European powers agreed to withdraw 
their armies occupying France. Alexander I tried to convince the other powers to form an 
international military coalition to suppress Revolution, but Castlereagh refused British participation.

Congress of Troppau  -  1820 Congress, dealing with collapse of the government in Naples. At the 
Congress, Metternich received permission to restore the old government using the Austrian army.

Congress of Verona  -  Congress called by Metternich to deal with revolutionary stirrings in Spain 
and Greece. France sent an army into Spain to quell the rebellion there. Although Alexander I 
expressed an interest in putting down the South American revolutions of Simon Bolivar and Jose de
San Martin, Castlereagh promised British naval opposition. Verona was the last international 
Congress held in the period from 1815-1848.

Congress of Vienna  -  1814-1815 meeting of the Great powers that led to the reorganization of 
Europe in the wake of the Napoleonic Wars.

Decembrist Revolt  -  The 1825 death of Czar Alexander I of Russian sparked a succession dispute 
between Alexander's two sons. Constantine, the younger brother of Nicholas, received some support
because he was known to be the more Liberal of the two brothers. The revolt in favor of 
Constantine was put down by the rightful heir, Nicholas I, and the army.

Enclosure Movement  -  18th century movement among wealthy British landed aristocrats to 
rationalize their farms. Using new farming technology and systems of crop rotation, they forced the 
agrarian poor off the old "village commons" that now became "enclosed" as private property. The 
jobless poor ended up constituting the proletariat working class in the upcoming Industrial 
Revolution.

February Revolution  -  1848 Revolution in Paris, primarily by lower-class workers, who overthrew 
Louis Philippe, established universal adult male suffrage, and elected Louis Napoleon Bonaparte 
president. Along with overthrowing Louis Philippe's regime, the February Revolution sparked other
revolutions throughout Europe.

Frankfurt Assembly  -  From 1848 to 1849, a group of German bourgeoisie intellectuals and 
professionals who attempted (and failed) to create a unified German state.
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Revolution, Conservatism argued for prudent and gradual change to be made as slowly as possible.

Commentary

The period from 1815 to 1848 saw an explosion in new ideologies. These various "isms" are still 
around today. Largely, the "isms" were reactions to or products ofEnlightenment thinking, although 
they all went in a variety of different directions. Many of the new movements therefore dealt with 
ideas that had been around for a while; but it was only in this period that the ideas gained formal, 
coherent structure. As new doctrines were born, the question arose: which would ultimately win 
out? The competition of "isms" still has not been entirely resolved today.

Liberalism in the early 19th century is not the same from what we think of as "Liberalism" today. In
fact, much of what was liberal in the 19th century (free trade, keeping government out of business) 
is today considered conservative. Really, liberalism then was the ideology of the bourgeoisie (the 
business and professional class), and was geared towards protecting bourgeois interests. Still, the 
liberals invariably argued that what was for their benefit was actually to the benefit 
of everyone. The liberal tradition of the 19th century has confusingly become what is 
"conservative" today in the United States.

Jeremy Bentham, the figurehead of the British Radicals, targeted various reforms in Britain, and did
not care at all about customs or traditions. He argued against the preference given to the Anglican 
Church and opposed monarchy in all forms. He wanted fair treatment of the poor, and wanted to 
redistrict the Rotten Boroughs. The ultimate unconventionalist, Bentham had his body preserved 
and placed in a cabinet at University College, London, where it remains to this day.

The socialist experiments of Owen (New Harmony, Indiana) and Fourier (his "phalansteries") in the
United States were too marginal to have very much effect on events in Europe. Isolated and 
comprised of very committed socialists, these socialist experiments ended up, essentially, as dead 
ends. However, socialism itself helped give rise to one of the most powerful ideological forces of 
the twentieth century. Some German exiles in France, especially Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, 
combined the socialist ideas of Owen, Fourier, and Saint-Simon with Republicanism in the 1840s to
give rise to "Communism", an ideology aimed against the power of the liberal bourgeoisie.

The idea that each language group should have its own nation, to express its 
ownvolksgeist, especially frightened the Austrian Empire, of which Metternich was foreign 
minister. Since Austria contained dozens of subjugated language groups (including the Magyars, 
Czechs, Slovaks, Slavs, Rumanians, Serbs, Croatians, etc.), the upsurge in nationalism threatened to
tear Austria to pieces. The Austrian government's position as prime reactionary was certainly due in 
lart part to its fear of dissolution were nationalism to win out.

Today, we often think of nationalism and patriotism as something that "just makes sense". "Of 
course everyone loves their country," we think, "it's always been that way." Not true. Modern 
nationalism on the wide scale it is seen today is actually a fairly new phenomenon, especially in 
Eastern Europe. The numerous ethnic groups there had been more or less happy to live under 
Austrian Hapsburg rule for hundreds of years, and their languages and histories were being 
forgotten. Only the advent of the ideology of nationalism led to the creation of "national identities" 
and a "desire for self-government." Today, it is easy to think that people everywhere have always 
wanted their own countries for their own ethnic groups. In fact, this modern conception of 
nationalism developed in large part between 1815 and 1848.

8.Romanticism: 
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tended to think that everything had its own value, an "inner genius". Even in morality, the 
Romantics began to question the notion that there even was such a thing as absolute good and evil. 
Instead, each society was seen to create its own standards of morality. Romanticism also fueled 
many "isms" with the basic idea that "genius" had the power to change the world. German 
Romanticism, with its idea of a Volksgeist unique to each nation (derived from Herder's writings), 
gave an intellectual basis to nationalism.

The movement of Romanticism encompasses several contradictory aspects: several ideas are 
grouped into the movement, and they do not always fit together. For instance, some Romantics 
utilized the ideology to argue for the overthrow of old institutions, while others used it to uphold 
historical institutions, claiming that tradition revealed the "inner genius" of a people. Basically, as 
long as romantic intellectual passion, not rationalism and strict reason, were the basic underpinning 
of an idea, than it can be classified as "Romantic."

Interestingly, because of its geographical distribution, some historians argue that Romanticism was 
the secular continuation of the Protestant Reformation. Romanticism was most prominent in highly 
Protestant countries like Germany, England, and the United States. France, which had a significant 
Protestant movement but which remained Catholic-dominated, had something less of a Romantic 
movement. Other solidly Catholic countries were even less impacted by Romanticism.

8.Change in the 1830s (1827-1832): 

Summary

Metternich's reactionary Congress System began to fail in the late 1820s and the early 1830s. In 
Greece, nationalists were pushing for independence from Turkey. Metternich would have liked to 
suppress this movement, but Czar Nicholas I supported the Greek movement with the hope of 
increasing Russian influence in the region. Great Britain and France, hoping to stop Russian 
expansion in the Balkans, decided to join in. The result was an Anglo-French- Russian navy that 
smashed the Turkish fleet in 1827. By 1829, an independent Greece was internationally recognized. 
In addition to the Greeks, several Balkan states gained independence and Egypt broke out of 
Ottoman rule. The stability in Europe that Metternich had worked so had to preserve was starting to 
crumble.

It would soon get worse. In France, the reactionary Charles X had reigned since assuming the 
throne in 1824. Charles X's reactionary policies antagonized much of the French population, who 
were used to liberal and republican reforms. Charles thought of himself as divinely appointed to 
restore the "old ways", and he accordingly gave more power to the aristocrats and Catholic clergy. 
When the French Chamber of Deputies moved against these changes, Charles dissolved them, 
passing the four "July Ordinances" in 1830. First, he dissolved the Chamber of Deputies. Second, 
he censored the press. Third, he disenfranchised (took voting rights away from) the bourgeoisie. 
Fourth, he called for a new election, with the bourgeoisie no longer voting. Charles actions sparked 
the advocates of Republicanism into anger. The bourgeoisie and radical republicans from the lower 
classes quickly took to the streets of Paris in the July Revolution, rioting and setting up barricades 
to stop the military and end traffic and commerce. Charles X quickly abdicated, and the bourgeois 
leaders of the rebellion moved quickly to install a constitutional monarchy. The revolutionary 
leaders brought in the Duke of Orleans, known as Louis Philippe. He accepted constitutional 
monarchy and the principle of the July Revolution, and even changed the official flag of France to 
the Republican tricolor.

The July Revolution rippled through Europe, starting revolutions in Belgium and Poland. Belgium's
revolution was essentially successful. The country ended up with self-government as long as it 
remained a neutral state, and the other powers agreed not to invade it. Polish nationalists, looking to
the successful revolutions in Belgium in France, also decided to revolt in 1830. Czar Nicholas 
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Europe were transnational and did communicate. More likely, Metternich's hypothesis that 
revolution could spread from one country to another was proven true. Revolution in Paris served as 
the signal for revolutions throughout Europe.

In France itself, the February Revolution's radical socialist changes were doomed from the start. 
Outside of Paris, the people in the countryside (the majority of France) were much more 
conservative than the workers in the city, and were generally anti-socialist. After the Paris reformers
went beyond what the country was willing to accept, it was only a matter of time before their 
revolutionary changes were reversed. Furthermore, by 1848 France had had so many governments 
in the past 50 years that new governments were easy to bring down. This was very much unlike 
Britain, whose government had been so stable for so long that discontented people were hesitant to 
overthrow it, merely because it had such a long tradition behind it. In Britain, reforms would pass 
gradually withinthe system rather than by violent rebellions.

Regarding the Paris barricades, it is interesting to note that an angry mob of civilians really could 
stand up against the French army. Today, in the age of tanks, civilians have no real hope fighting 
against tanks, bombs, and rocket- launchers. In 1848, however, there were no tanks, and the army's 
victory over the Paris mob was no sure thing. Throughout Europe, rulers were tremendously 
frightened by the revolution in Paris. To many in the upper classes, it seemed as though civilization 
itself might be crumbling.

Louis Napoleon appealed to the "Napoleon Legend" that was starting to take force in France around
this time. In 1836, the Arch-de-Triumph had been completed, and in 1840, Napoleon's remains had 
been brought back to France from Saint Helena. All France now remembered Napoleon as a great 
hero, and Louis Napoleon cashed in on his family's "name recognition" to gain control of France. 
With Napoleon's assumption

11.1848 Revolutions: The Austrian Empire 

Summary

Vienna, the capital of the ethnically diverse Austrian Empire, was a leading cultural center in 
Europe. Full of artists, composers, writers, and intellectuals, Vienna was truly the jewel of the 
Austrian Empire, and the Austrian empire, led by Metternich, was the paragon of reactionary 
politics. Yet the various ethnic groups in Austria had become increasingly nationalist over the 
preceding decades, and by now they all yearned to express their individual volksgeist and gain 
independence. Metternich had worked for years to hold the Austrian Empire together, but now, in 
the wake of the French February Revolution, the ethnic groups vehemently opposed assimilation.

In March 1848, a radical Hungarian Magyar group led by Louis Kossuth began a vocal 
independence movement. Kossuth's fiery speeches were soon printed in Vienna, where they started 
a sensation and soon an uprising. Metternich, monitoring the Revolutions throughout Europe, had 
become fearful. He decided to flee, and quickly snuck out of Vienna. The situation probably wasn't 
as bad as he thought, but once news got out that Metternich had left, the Austrian revolutionaries 
got truly excited. Austrian Czechs and numerous Austrian controlled Italian states followed the 
Magyars lead. Some of the revolutionary excitement also spilled into Prussia, where, to ease the 
pressure, the Prussian King Frederick William IV promised a constitution. On March 15, Kossuth's 
Hungary was granted independence under Hapsburg rule. The Czech movement in Bohemia soon 
received the same status, and Italian states like Milan soon overthrew Austrian occupation.

In June 1848, the revolutions in Austria began to run out of steam. After all, it was a non-
industrialized country that did not have a well-developed middle class. Their revolution, largely led 
by intellectuals and students, could not marshal the same amount of popular support as the 
bourgeoisie in Western Europe.
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