
2.Manisnotjustdarkorfair:

Nortallorshort.

Differencesbetweendiscontinuousandcontinuousvariations

Discontinuousvariation continuousvariation

Deals with a few clear-cut

variationsofatrait

Deals with a spectrum of

variations of a trait, ranging

fromoneextremetotheother.

Controlledbyfewgenes Controlledbymanygenes

Genes do not show addictive

effects

genes show additive effects,e.g

the more "dark" genes,the darker

theskincolourwillbe.
Not affected by environmental

changes

Modified by environmental

conditions,e.g.greaterexposure

of the skin to sunlight will

produceadarkerskincolour.

Advantagesofvariation

When there is variation in a population of organisms, the survival

advantage is increased as the organisms are more resistant to changes

in the environment. A population of organisms can be wiped out by

environmental conditions,diseases,competition and parasitism.in

addition, natural selection acts on variations in a species of

organismssothattheorganismsthatcanadapttotheconditionofthe

environment will survive and reproduce to pass on the favourable

traitstothenextgeneration.
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