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MYTHS AND LEGENDS OF

Then he made a man . When he had finished him
,

he cal led him Torto ise . At the end o f al l hi s thinking
afte r he came to consciousness

,
he made the two- l egged

walkers .

Then Earth-maker s aid to thi s man
,
The evi l

sp i ri ts a re ab road to destroy al l I have jus t c reated .

Torto is e
,
I shal l s end you to b ring o rde r in to the

wo rld .

” Then Earth-maker gave h im a kni fe .

But when Tortoise came to earth
,
he began to make

war . He did not look after Earth-maker’s c reation .

So Earth-maker took him back .

Then he sent Hare down to earth to res to re o rde r.

He sa id
,
See

,
Grandmother

,
I have done the work my

father d i rected me to do . The l ives of my uncles and

aunts
,
the two - l egged walkers

,
wil l be endles s l ike

mine . ”

His grandmother sa id
,

“ Grandson
,
how could you

make the l ives of your uncles and aunts endless l ike

yours ! How could you do something in a way Earth

maker had not intended i t to be ! Earth-maker could

not make them thus . ”

Hare thought
,
My grandmother mus t be rel ated to

some of the evi l sp i ri ts I have ki l led . She does not

l ike what I have done
,
fo r she i s s aying that I ki l led

the evi l sp i ri ts . ”

Now grandmother heard h im think No
,
Grand
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THE MISSI SS IPPI VALLEY

CREATION

Chit imacha

HERE was a C reato r of Al l Things . This

Great Mystery unders tood al l things . He

had no eyes
,
yet he could see . He had no

ea rs
,
yet he could hear. He had a body, bu t i t could

not be seen .

When the ea rth was firs t made
,
the C reato r of Al l

Things p laced i t under the wate r. The fish were firs t

c reated . But when the C reato r wanted to make men,
there was no dry land . Therefo re C rawfish was sent

down to b ring up a l i ttle earth . He brought up mud

in hi s claws . Immedi ately i t sp read out and the ea rth

appeared above the waters . Then the Great Mystery

made men . He made the Chi timachas . I t was at

Natchez that he firs t made them .

He gave them laws but the people did not fol low

the laws . Therefo re many troubles came
,
so that the

C reato r could not res t. Therefo re the C reato r made

tobacco . Then men could become quiet and res t .
’Afterwards he made women

,
but at firs t they were l ike

wood . So he d i rected a chi ef to teach them how to

move, and how to cook, and to sew skins .
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STORY OF THE CREATION

Oj ibwa

HEN Gitche Mani to, the Good Mystery,
c reated the ea rth-p la in

,
i t was bare

,
without

trees o r shrubs . Then he created two

Indi ans
,
a man and a woman . Now when there were

ten persons on the earth-plain
,
death happened . The

firs t man lamented
,
and went back and forth over the

plain
,
complain ing .

H e sa id
,

“Why did the Good Sp i rit send death so

soon ! ” The Good Mystery hea rd th i s . H e cal l ed a

great counci l . H e s aid
,

“Man is not happy. I have

made him very fra i l
,
therefo re death happens . What

shal l we do ! ”

The counci l l as ted six days
,
and there was no t a

b reath of air to di s turb the waters . The s eventh was

the nage ezhik, the excel lent day. The sky was blue

and the re were no clouds . On that day Gitche Manito

sent down a messenger to earth . In his right hand was

a p i ece of whi te hare’s skin
,
and in the left the head of

a whi te-headed eagle . On each was the b lue s trip e

o f peace .
I 4
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CREATION

!A fragment)

Oj ibwa

ago, Nokom is came down from Sky- l and
,

but remained flutte ring in mid a i r. There was

no p lace on which to res t he r foo t.

The Fishes a t once held a grea t council . Now

Torto i se had a Shel l-covered back
,
very broad . After

the counci l
,
he rose to the surface so that Nokom is

might res t upon h is back . Then the d ri f t-masses o f

the sea gathered about the To rto is e . Thus the l and

was made .

Then Nokom is found hersel f a lone on the l and . So

she marri ed a manido from the Sky- l and . Two sons

had Nokom is twin bro thers . But the brothers were

not f ri ends . One was .a good huntsman ; the o ther

could ki l l no game at al l . So they d ispu t ed . Then

one brother rose to the Sky- l and . He caused the

Thunders to roa r ove r h i s b rother’s head .

Now the s i s te r of these twin b rothers was the

ances to r of the Oj ibwas .

16
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came a very fat woman . The chiefs s aid
,
Do not

go up .

” But she d id
,
so the vine broke .

The Mandans were very so rry about thi s . Because

no more could go up
,
the tribe on the Earth -pla in i s not

very l arge . And no one could retu rn to hi s vi l l age in

the ground . Therefo re the Mandans bui l t thei r vi l

l age on the banks o f the rive r . But the res t o f the

peopl e remained underground .

18
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Manab ush told Muskra t that his t ribe should

always be numerous
,
and that whereve r h is peop le

should l ive they should have enough to eat .

Then M anab ush found B adge r . To him he gave

the skin o f the Gray Bea r chi ef . But he kept fo r h im

sel f the skin ofthe s i lve ry White Bea r chief .
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THE THUNDERERS AND THE

ORIGIN OF FIRE

M en om in i

HEN the Great Myste ry c reated the earth
,

he made also many manidos . Those of ani

mal fo rm were Peop le o f the Underground
,

and evil . But the b i rd manidos were Eagles and

Hawks . They were the Thundere rs . The golden

eagle was the Thunder-which-no-one-could- See .

Now when Masha Manido
,
the Good Mystery

,
s aw

that B ea r was s ti l l an animal
,
he permi tted h im to

change h is fo rm . Thus Bear became an Indian
,
with

l ight skin . All this happened nea r Menomini River
,

nea r whe re i t empties in to Green Bay. At this p lace

also Bea r firs t came out o f the ground .

Bear found himsel f a lone
,
so he cal l ed to Eagle

,

Ho
,
Eagle ! come to me and be my brother . ” So

Eagle came down to ea rth and became an Indi an .

While the Thunde rers s tood there
,
Beaver came

nea r . Now as Beaver was a woman
,
she became a

younger b rother of the Thunderers . Soon afte r
,
as

Bear and Eagl e s tood on a river bank
,
they saw a

28
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he saw a smal l man coming towards him . He wore a

red p lume in h is hai r .
“Where a re you going ! ” asked Red Plume .
“ I am hunting

,

” s aid Living S tatue .

Red P lume d rew out h is p ipe and they smoked

together .
“Where does you r s trength come from ! ” asked

Red Plume .

I have the s trength common to al l men
,

” s a id

Living S tatue .
“We must wres tl e

,

” s a id Red Plume . “ I f you can

make me fal l
,
you wi l l c ry

,

‘ I have thrown you, Wa

ge m e nal

Now when they had finished smoking
,
they began to

wres tle . They s truggled long . Red Plume was small
,

but hi s medicine was s trong . Living S tatue grew

weaker and weaker
,
but at last

,
by a sudden effo rt

,
he

th rew Red Plume . At once he c ried
,
I have thrown

you
,
Wa g e m e nal

Immediately Red Plume vanished . When Living

S tatue looked at the place where he had fal len
,
he s aw

only M ondam in , an ea r of co rn . I t was c rooked .

There was a red tassel a t the top .

Someone said
,

“Take off my robes . Pull me in

pi eces . Throw me ove r the pl ain . Take the sp ine on

which I grew and throw i t in shady p laces nea r the

38
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rose to the very top o f the sky tra i l . Immedia tely the

green s talk became a woman . She rose gracefully into

the ai r and vanished .

Then al l the peop le knew that the hunte r had seen

S elu
,
the Corn

,
wife o f Kanati . Therefo re the hunter

was always success fu l .

41
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ORIGIN OF WILD RICE

Oj ibwa

OW one evening Wen ib o j é retu rned to h i s

W igwam from hunting . He had found no

game . As he came towards h is fire
,
he saw a

duck s i tting on the edge of a kettle o f boi l ing water .

Immediately the duck flew away.

Wen ib o j c
'

) looked in the kettl e . Behold ! Grains

were floating upon the wate r . Then he ate the broth

made wi th the grains . I t was good .

So Wen ib o j t
’

) fo l lowed the tra i l o f the duck . He

came to a l ake of m an om in . All the bi rds and the

ducks and geese were eating the grain . Therefo re

Wenib o j é l ea rned to know m an om in, the wild rice .
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Wab on . Wab on . Wab on,
” while Owl s aid as rap

idly as he could
,
Un i t ipa gho t . Un i t ipa qko t . Un i

t ipa qko t .
” At l as t Owl sa i d Rabb i t’s word

,
Wab on,

”

so he los t.

Therefo re Rabbi t dec ided there should be l ight .

But because some of the animals and bi rds could hunt

only in the dark
,
he sa id i t Should be night p art o f the

time . But al l the res t o f the time i t i s day.
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on the ice again
,
to set more traps . When he retu rned

to hi s tepee
,
hi s wi fe had gone . He thought she had

gone to make a vis i t. The next morning she had not

retu rned
,
and he saw her footp rints . So he fol lowed

her tra i l to the south . As he fol lowed her tra i l
,
he saw

that the foo tp rints gradual ly changed . At las t they

became the tra i l o f a skunk . The tra i l ended in a

marsh , and many skunks were in that marsh .

Then he retu rned to his peop l e . And he cal led the

p lace,
“The P l ace o f the Skunk .

”

S9
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THE STORY OF MANABUSH 1

M en om in i

HE daughte r o f Nokomis
,
the Earth

,
is the

mother of M anab ush
, who i s a lso the Fi re .

Fl int firs t grew up out o f Nokom is
,
and was

alone . Then Fl int made a bowl and fi l l ed i t with

earth . Wab us
,
the Rabb i t

,
came from the earth

,
and

became a man . Thus was M anab u sh created .

Beneath the ea rth l ived the Underground Peop le
,

the enemies of M anab ush . They were the Ana m aqkiu

who annoyed h im cons tantly
,
and sought to des troy

him .

Now M anab ush shaped a p iece o f fl int to make an

axe . Whi le he was rubbing i t on a rock, he heard the

rock make sounds :

Ke ka ke ka ke ka ke ka

Goss goss g oss g oss

He soon understood what the rock was s aying : that

he was alone on the ea rth . That he had nei the r father
,

1The Manabozho ofthe Oj ibwa given by Longfellow as H iawatha.

62
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West said
,
Don ’ t be af ra id ! Then at l as t h i s son

sa id
,
I t is the roo t of the apukwa, the bul rush .

”

They quarreled because Wes t h ad not been kind to

the mother of Manabozho .

Some days l ate r they quarreled . Manabozho said,
I wil l get some of the black rock .

”

Oh
,
no ! Do not do so

,

” cr ied Wes t.
“Oh

,
yes ! ” s ai d hi s son .

West s aid at once
,

“ I wil l get some of the apukwa

root.”

“Oh
,
no ! ” c ried Manabozho

,
p retending to be

af ra id . Do not ! Do not !

Oh
, yes ! s a id Wes t .

Manabozho a t once went out and b rought to his

father’s wigwam a large p i ece of black rock . West

pulled up and brought in some bul rush roo ts . Mana

b ozho th rew the black rock at Wes t. I t b roke in

p i eces . Therefo re you may see p ieces lying around

even to th i s d ay. West s truck his son with the bul rush

root . Thus they fought . But at l as t Manabozho drove

Wes t fa r over the pl ains to the Darkening Land . So

West came to the edge of the world
,
where the earth i s

broken off short . Then he cri ed
,
S top

,
my son ! I

am immortal
,
therefo re I cannot be ki ll ed . I wi l l

remain here on the edge of the Earth-plain . You mus t

go about doing good . You must ki l l monsters and

67
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Then Manab ush went into the woods . He made a

canoe o f b i rch bark. He wanted to des troy Great Fish

in the water . AS he lef t the shore in hi s canoe
,
he

began to s ing
,

“ Great Fish
,
come and swal low me .”

Only the young fish came nea r . M anab ush s a id scorn

ful ly
,
I do not wish you . I want your chief to come

Great Fish was much annoyed . Heand swallow me .

darted fo rward and swal lowed M anab ush and his

canoe .

Thus M anab u sh found himsel f in the Great Fi sh .

H e looked about h im . Many of hi s p eople were there .

B ea r and Deer
,
Porcup ine and Raven

,
Buffalo

,
Pine

tree Squi rrel
,
and many others .

M anab u sh s a id to Buffalo
,
My uncle

,
how did you

get here ! I never saw you nea r the wate r
,
but always

on the p ra i ri e .”

Buffalo s aid
,
I came nea r the l ake to get some fresh

green grass . Great Fish caught me . ” And thus sa id

al l the animals . They said
,

“We came near the lake

and Great Fish swallowed us . ”

Then M anab u sh s a id
,

“We wil l now have to go to

the sho re o f Nokomis
,
my grandmother . You wi l l a l l

h ave to help me ” At once they al l began to dance

a round ins ide o f Great Fish . Therefo re he began to

swim quickly towards shore . M anab ush began to cu t

a hole over his head
,
so they could get out when Great

7O
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THE RETURN OF MANABUSH

M en om in i

HE uncles o f M anab ush
,
the people

,
used to

vis i t a rock near Mackinac where the old men

sa id M anab ush was l iving . They bu il t a long

lodge there . They sang in thei r m ita-wiko -n ik there .

M anab ush heard them . Sometimes he came to them .

He appeared as a l i ttl e whi te rabbi t
,
trembl ing

,
with

p ink ears
,
jus t as he had firs t appeared to Nokom is

,

hi s grandmothe r.
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THE DEATH TRAIL

Cho ctaw

FTER a man dies
,
he mus t t ravel far on the death

tra i l . I t jou rneys to the Darkening- l and
,
where

Sun S l ip s over the edge o f the Earth -plain . Then

the sp i ri t comes to a deep
,
rap id s tream . There are

s teep and rugged hi l ls on each s ide
, so that one may no t

fol low a l and trai l . The Trai l o f the Dead leads over

the s tream
,
and the only bridge i s a p ine log . I t is a

very s l ippery log
,
and even the bark has been peeled

off. Also on the o ther s ide of the bridge are Six per

sons . They have rocks in thei r hands
,
ahd throw them

at sp i ri ts when they are jus t a t the middle of the log .

Now when an evi l sp i ri t sees the s tones coming, he

tri es to dodge them . Therefo re he s l ips off the log.

He fall s fa r in to the wate r below,where a re evi l things .

The water carri es h im around and a round, as in a

whi rlpool
,
and then brings h im back again among the

evi l things . Sometimes evi l sp i ri t cl imbs up on the

rocks and looks over into the country of the good

sp i ri ts . But he cannot go there .

Now the good sp i ri t walks ove r s afely. H e does not

82
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out on the coldes t day. He would seek for p laces

where rushes and flags grew through the ice . He

pul led them up and dived through the broken i ce fo r

fish . Thus he had plenty of food . Thus he went to hi s

wigwam dragging long s trings o f fish behind him on

the ice .

North West noticed this . He said
,
Shingeb iss is

a s trange man . I wi l l see i f I cannot get the better

o f h im .

”

North West shook his rattle and the wind b lew

colder . Snow dri fted high . But Sh ingeb iss did not

le t hi s fi re go out . In the wors t s to rms he cont inued

going out
,
seeking fo r the weak pl aces

u
in the ice where

the roots grew .

North West noticed th is .
‘

He said
,

“
Shingeb iss i s

a S trange man . I shal l go and vis i t him .

”

That n ight North West went to the doo r of the

wigwam . Shingeb iss had cooked h is fish and eaten i t .

He was lying on his s ide befo re the fire
,
s inging songs .

He sang
,

Ka neej Ka neej
Be in Be in

Bon in Bon in

C C cc Oc ee

Ca We-ya Ca We-ya.

This meant
,
Sp i ri t o f North Wes t

,
you are but my

fel low man .

”
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THE PIPESTONE

S ioux

E FORE there were any peop le on the ea rth
,

Gitche Manito hunted the buffalo . He ki l led

them and cooked them befo re hi s camp fire on

the Red Rocks
,
on the top of the Coteau des Prai ri es,

the Mountain o f the Prai ri es . So the blood of the

buffaloes ran over the rocks and made them red .

Gitche Manito was then a very la rge bi rd . We can

sti l l see hi s tracks in the red s tone . Now it happened

a la rge snake c rawled out o f i ts hol e to eat the eggs of

the B i rd . Then at once the egg hatched out in a cl ap

of thunden

Gitche Manito took a p iece of s tone to th row at the

snake . He shaped I t In hi s hands l ike to a man .

Now thi s man ’s feet s tood fas t in the ground where

he was . Thus he S tayed fo r many ages ; therefore he

grew very old . He was older than a hundred men at

the p resen t time . At las t another tree grew bes ide him .

I t grew a long while
,
unti l a snake bi t off the roots .

Then the two peop le left the pipestone quarry. They

wandered away. They were the grand fathers o f all

the tribes .

93
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PAU -PUK-KEE -WIS

Oj ibwa

MAN found himself s tanding alone on the

p rai ri e . He was ! ery large and s trong . He

thought to himsel f
,
How did I come here !

Am I al l alone on the earth ! I must travel unti l I find

the abode of men .

”

So he s ta rted out . After a long time he came to a

wood . There were decayed s tumps there
,
very old

,
as

i f cut in the olden times . Again he journeyed a long

time . He came to a wood in which there were more

stumps
,
newly cut . Then he came to the f resh trai l of

peop le . He saw wood just cut
,
lying in heap s . At

sunset he cam e out of the fo rest . He saw a vi l l age o f

many lodges s tand ing on ri s ing ground .

He said
,

“ I wil l go there on the run .

” H e ran .

When he came to the fi rs t lodge
,
he sp rang over i t .

Those with in s aw something pass over the smoke hol e .

They heard a thump on the ground .

They s aid
,

“What i s that ! ” They ran out . They

invi ted him to ente r . Many warrio rs were in the

wigwam
,
and an old chief .

The chief s a id
,

“Where are you going ! What is

your name !

95
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H e s aid
,
I am in sea rch of adventu res . I am Pau

puk-kee-wis.

” Then they l aughed .

After a sho rt time he went on . A young man went

wi th him as hi s m esh-ia-au-wa, as his p ip e bea re r .

As they journeyed
,
Pau-puk-kee-wis d id s trange

th ings . He leaped over trees . He whi rled on one foo t

unti l dus t clouds were flying.

One day a l arge vi l l age o f wigwams came in their

trai l . They went to i t. The ch ief told them of evi l

m anitoes who had ki l l ed al l the peop le going to that

vi l l age . War parti es had been sent agains t them . The

warrio rs were al l ki l l ed .

Pau -puk-kee-wis s aid
,

“ I wi l l go and vis i t them .

”

The chief s a id
,
Oh

,
no . They a re evi l . They wi l l

ki l l you .

”

Pau-puk-kee-wis s a id,
“ I wi l l go and vis i t them .

”

Then the chi ef s a id
,

“ I wi l l s end twenty warrio rs

with you .

”

So Pau-puk-kee-wis, with h is p ip e bea re r and

twenty warriors
,
s ta rted offa t once . They came near

that lodge . Pau-puk-kee-wis sa id
,
H ide here . Thus

you wi l l be s afe . You wil l see what I do .

” H e went

to that lodge . H e entered .

The m an itoes were very ugly. They were evil

looking . There were a father and four sons . They

offered him food . H e refused i t.
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an animal . They fol lowed the tra i l o f that person .

They arrived a t a wigwam .

O j eeg s aid, Do not l augh . Be very quiet . ”

A man s tood in the doorway of the wigwam . H e

was a great mani to . He was a head only. Thus he

was very s trange . Then he made a feas t fo r them . He

made very curious movements
,
so Otter l aughed . At

once the mani to l eaped upon him . He Sprang on him
,

but Otte r s l ipped out from under him and escaped .

The mani to and the animals talked al l n ight . The

mani to s aid to O j eeg, the Fishe r,
“You wil l succeed .

You wil l be the summer-maker . But you wi l l d ie .

Yet the summer wi l l come . ”

Now when they fol lowed the tra i l i n the morning
,

they met Otte r . He was very cold and hungry
,
there

fo re Fisher gave him meat .

Then they journeyed on . On the twenti eth day, they

came to the top of a lofty mountain . Then they

smoked the i r p ipes .

Then O j eeg, the Fisher, and the animals p repa red

themselves . O j eeg said to Otter
,

“We must firs t make

a hol e in the Sky- cover . You try firs t . ”

Otter made a great sp ring. He did not even touch

the Sky-cove r . He fel l back, down the h i ll , to the

bottom of the hi l l . Then Otter s a id , I will go home .
”

So he did .
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Then Beaver tri ed . He fel l . Also Lynx and

Badger fel l .

Then Wolverine tri ed . He made a great l eap and

touched the sky. Then he leaped again . He p ressed

agains t the Sky-cover . He leaped a thi rd time . The

Sky-cover broke
,
and Wolverine went in to the Sky

l and . Fisher also Sp rang in quickly afte r h im .

Thus Wolverine and Fisher were in the Sky-plain
,

i n the summer land . There were many flowers and

streams of bright water. There were bi rds in the

trees
,
and fish and wate r bi rds on the s treams . Many

lodges s tood there
,
but they were empty. In each lodge

were many m o cuks, many bi rd cages , with bi rds in

them .

At once O j eeg began to cut the m o cuks . The b i rds

flew out. They flew down through the hol e in the Sky

cove r to the Earth-p lain below. They carri ed warm

ai r down wi th them .

Now when the peop le o f the Sky- l and saw thes e

s trangers
,
and thei r b i rds escap ing

,
they ran to thei r

wigwams . But they were too late . Sp ring
,
and sum

mer
,
and autumn had sl ipped down the hole i n the

Sky-cove r. Endless summer was jus t p assing through
,

but they broke i t in two with a blow. Therefore only

a pa rt o f endless summer came down to the Earth-pla in .

Now when Wolverine heard the noi se of the sky
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RABBIT AND THE TAR BABY

B iloxi

ABBIT aided his f ri end the Frenchman with

his work . They planted potatoes . Rabbi t

looked upon the potato vines as hi s share of the

c rop and ate them all .

Again Rabbi t aided h is fri end the Frenchman .

This time they p lanted corn . When i t was grown
,

Rabbi t s aid
,

“This time I wi l l eat the roots . ” So he

pulled up al l the co rn by the roots
,
but he found

nothing to satis fy hi s hunger .

Then the Frenchman said
,

“ Let us dig a wel l .
”

Rabbi t s aid
,
No . You dig i t a lone .

”

The Frenchman said
,

“Then you shal l no t d rink

water from the well . ”

“That does not matte r
,

” s ai d Rabbi t . I am used to

l icking off the dew from the ground .

”

So the Frenchman dug his wel l . Then he made a

ta r baby and s tuck i t up close to the well . One day

Rabbi t came nea r the well
,
carrying a long p iece of

hollow cane and a tin bucket . When he reached the

wel l he spoke to the ta r baby ; i t d id not answer .
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and th rew him far into the b ri e r patch . Rabb i t fel l

fa r away f rom the Frenchman .

Then he p icked himself up and ran off
,
l aughing at

the trick he played on the Frenchman .
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WHY DEER NEVER EAT MEN

M en om ini

FTER Rabb i t had decided about l ight and dark

ness
,
he saw Owasse, the Bear, coming .

Rabbi t s aid
,

“ Bear
,
what do you want fo r

food ! ” Bea r s aid
,

“Acorns and frui t.”

Then Rabbi t asked Fish Hawk . He said ,
“ Fish

Hawk
,
what wil l you select fo r your food ! ”

Fish Hawk said
,

“ I wi l l take that fel low
,
Sucker,

lying in the water there .”

Sucke r sa id at once
,
You may eat me i f you can

,
but

that has s ti l l to be dec ided .

”

Sucker at once swam out into the deepes t p art o f

the river
,
where Fish Hawk could not reach him .

Then Fish Hawk rose in to the ai r to a point where

hi s shadow fel l exactly on the Spot where Sucker l ay .

Now as Sucke r lay there
,
he saw the shadow of a l a rge

b i rd on the bed of the s tream . He became frightened .

He thought
,

“ I t must be a manido
,

” so he swam

slowly to the su rface . At once Fish Hawk darted

down on him and carried him into the a i r . Then he

ate him .

Rabbi t looked about him again . He saw Moqwaio ,
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snare . ” She s a id, I have no s tring .

” At las t she t e

membered . She cut off some of her hai r. She made

a s tring f rom th at.

The boy said
,
That wi l l no t do . Make me a noose .”

She thought again . Then she remembered . She went

out of the wigwam . She took something. She made a

bra id ou t of that thing.

The boy said
,

“This wil l do .

” He was much

pleased . When he took i t
,
i t became a long red cord .

There was much of i t . He wound i t a round hi s body.

The boy left the wigwam whi le Sun was a t home .

He did th is so that he might catch him as he came over

the edge of the earth . He put the noose a t the spot

jus t where Sun came over the edge . When Sun came

along
,
the noose caught h i s head . He was held tight

,

so that he could no t fol low his trai l i n the Sky- l and .

Now , the an imals who ruled the ea rth were fright

ened because Sun d id not fol low the trai l . They s aid
,

“What Shal l we do ! ” So they cal led a great counc i l .

They said
,

“We must send someone to cut the noose .”

Thus they Spoke in the counci l .

Now all the an imal s were af ra id to cut the cord .

Sun was so hot he would burn them . At las t Dor

He s tood up in the counci l .mouse sa id
,
I wi l l go .

’

He was as h igh as a mountain . He was the l arges t o f

a l l the animals .
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WELCOME TO A BABY

Cherokee

ITTLE WREN is the messenger of the B i rds .

She p ri es into everyth ing . She gets up early

in the morn ing and goes a round to every wig
wam to get news fo r the B i rd counci l . When a new

baby comes into a wigwam
, she finds out whether i t i s

a boy o r a gi rl .

I f i t i s a boy
,
the B i rd counci l s ings mournful ly

,

“Alas ! The whistl e of the a rrow ! My shins wil l

burn ! ” B ecause the B i rds al l know that when the

boy grows older he wi l l hunt them wi th his bows and

arrows
,
and wil l roas t them on a s tick.

But i f the baby is a g i rl
,
they are gl ad . They s ing

,

Thanks ! The sound of the pestle ! In her wigwam

I shal l su rely be able to scratch where She sweeps . ”

Because they know that when she grows older and

beats the co rn into meal
,
they wil l be able to p ick up

s tray gra ins .

C ricket also i s glad when the baby i s a gi rl . He

sings
,

“Thanks ! I shal l s ing in the wigwam where

she l ives .” But i f i t i s a boy, C ricket laments, Gwo
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BALL
'

GAME OF THE BIRDS AND

ANIMALS

Cherokee

NCE the Animals chal lenged the B i rds to a

great bal l p lay
,
and the B i rds accep ted . The

Animals met nea r the rive r
,
in a smooth grassy

field . The B i rd s met in the tree top over by the ridge .

Now the leader of the Animals was Bear . He was

very s trong and heavy. All the way to the rive r he

tossed up big logs to show h is s trength and boasted o f

how he would win agains t the B i rds . Terrap in was

wi th the Animals . He was not the l i ttle te rrap in we

have now
,
but the firs t Terrap in . His shel l was so

hard the heavies t blows could not hurt h im
,
and he

was very la rge . On the way to the rive r he rose on

his h ind feet and dropped heavi ly again . He did th is

many times
,
b ragging that thus he would c rush any

bi rd that tri ed to take the bal l f rom him . Then there

was Deer
,who cou ld outrun al l the others . And there

were many other animals .

Now the leader of the B i rds was Eagle ; and also

Hawk
,
and the great Tlanuwa. They were al l swi ft

and s trong of fl ight.
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THE WILDCAT AND THE TURKEYS

B iloxi

HE An cient of Wildcats had been c reep ing

up on the Wild Turkeys t rying to catch some .

He tri ed in vain . Then he got a b ag, c rawled

insi de, and rol led h imsel f along. He rolled h imsel f to

the An ci ent o f Turkey Gobblers .

Wildcat said
,

“ Get into my bag and see what fun

i t i s to rol l . ”

The Anci ent ofTurkey Gobblers c rawl ed into th e

bag. Wildcat ti ed up the end and rol l ed i t along fo r

some time . After he had rol l ed i t qui te a d istance
,
he

S topped and un t i ed th e b ag.

“ I t i s very good
,

” sai d the Fi rst o f All th e Turkey

Gobblers . Then he said t o the o ther Wild Turkeys,
Get in the b ag and see how pleasant i t i s . ”

But th e young Turkeys were afraid . Gobble r urged

th em to try the new game . At l ast one young Turkey

s tepped into the bag. Wildcat ti ed the end and p re

tended th at he was going to rol l i t. I t would not go .

I t wi l l not go because i t i s too l ight. There i s only
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one in i t
,

” s a i d Wi ldcat . Let another young Turkey

s tep in .

”

At las t another young Turkey s tepped in . Wildcat

ti ed the bag
,
th rew i t over hi s shoulder and ran home .

When he reached home he la id the bag down .

Then Wildca t s a id to h i s mothe r
,

“ I have brough t

home something on my back
,
and p laced i t outs ide .

Beware les t you untie the bag .

”

His mother s a id to hersel f
,

“ I wonde r what i t can

be ” So She untied the bag . One of the turkeys flew

out . She managed to catch the other one . She caugh t

both feet wi th one hand
,
and both wings wi th the

othe r . She c ri ed out
,
Help ! Help ! I have caught

four ! ”

The Ancien t of Wildcats scolded h is mothe r. Then

he ki l led the turkey and cooked i t. H is mother went

into another room .

Then Wildcat sp read hi s feas t. As he was eating

the Turkey he made a cons tant noi se . He walked

back and fo rth . He talked continual ly and kep t up a

steady rattl ing . When he s topped the noi s e a l i ttl e he

s a id
,
I am going home

,

” as i f a gues t were speaking .

He sa id thi s again and again . H e made a noise wi th

h is feet as i f p eop le were walking about. He ate all

the tu rkey excep t the h ip bone .
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WHY THE ’POSSUM ’S TAIL IS BARE

Cheroke e

OSSUM used to have a long
,
bushy tai l and he

was so p roud o f If that he combed i t out every

morning and sang about i t at the dance . Now

Rabb i t had had no ta i l s ince Bear pulled I t offbecause

he was j ealous . Therefo re he pl anned to p lay a trick

on ’Possum .

The an imals cal led a grea t counci l . They planned

to have a dance . I t was Rabbi t’s business to send out

the news . One day as he was pass ing ’Possum ’
s house

,

he s topped to talk .

“Are you go ing to the counc i l ! ” he asked .

“
Yes

,
i f I c an have a spec i al seat

,

” s aid ’Possum .

“ I have such a handsome tai l I ought to sit where

everyone can see me .”

Rabbi t s aid
,
I wi l l see that you have a speci al seat .

And I wil l s end someone to comb your ta i l fo r the

dance ! ’ ’Possum was very much pleased .

Rabbi t at once went to C ricket
,
who i s an expert hair

cutte r ; therefo re the Indians cal l him the barber. He

told C ricket to go the next morning and comb
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THE PORCUPINE AND THE TWO SISTERS

M en om in i

NCE the re dwel t in a vi l l age two s i s ters
, who

were the swiftes t runners in the Menomin i

tribe . Towards the setting sun was another

vi l l age
,
two days ’ walk away.

The s is te rs wished to vi s i t th is vi l l age . They began

to run a t grea t sp eed . At noon they came to a hollow

tree lying ac ross the trai l . In the snow on the ground
,

there
,
behold ! l ay the trai l o f Porcupine

,
l eading to the

hol low tree . One o f them broke off a s tick and began

to poke into the log
,
that Porcupine might come out.

She sa id
,

“ Let ’s have some fun with him .

”

“No
,

” s aid the other s i s te r
,
he i s a manido . We

should leave h im alone . ”

But the gi rl wi th a stick poked into the hol low log

unti l Porcup ine came out. Then she caught him and

pul led out h is long qui l ls and threw them in the snow.

The other s a id
,
No

,
i t i s cold . Porcup ine wi l l need

hi s robe . ”

At las t the s i s ters ran on . The vi l lage was s ti l l fa r

away.
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Now when they left Po rcup ine, he crawled up a

tal l p ine tree unti l he reached the very top . Then he

faced the no rth and began to shake his smal l rattle,

s inging in time to i ts sound .

Soon the sky darkened . Snow began to fall . Now

the s i s ters could not run rap idly because of the deepen

ing snow.

One looked back and saw Po rcup ine in the tree top
,

shaking hi s rattle . She said
,

“We must go back to ou r

own vi l l age . I am afra id some ha rm wi l l overtake us . ”

The othe r answered
,
No

,
l et us go on . We need

The snow became deeper
,
sono t fea r Porcupine . ’

they rol l ed up thei r bl ankets as they ran on .

When the sun fo l lowed the tra i l over the edge of the

world
,
the s i s te rs could not even see the vi l lage . S ti l l

they ran on . Then in the l ate evening they came to a

S tream which they knew was nea r the vi l l age .

Behold ! I t was dark . The snow was very deep .

The s is te rs no longer had s trength . They could hear

voices in the vi l l age . They could not cal l loud enough

to be hea rd . Thus they perished in the snow.

One should never harm Porcupine becaus e he is a

manido .
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TURTLE

M en om in i

HERE was a l arge camp in which M iqkano ,
the Turtle

,
took up his abode . He bui l t a

wigwam but he had no one to keep house fo r

h im . He thought he needed a wi fe .

Now Turtle found a young woman whom he l iked .

He said
,
I want you to be my wi fe .

”

She sa id
,

“How are you going to p rovide fo r me !

You cannot keep up wi th the res t o f the peop le when

they move .

”

Turtle repl i ed
,
I can keep up wi th the bes t o f you r

people . ”

Then the young woman wanted to put him off. She

sa id
,

“Oh
,
well

,
I wi l l marry you in the Spring .

”

Turtle was vexed wi th thi s . At las t he s aid , I shal l

go to war and take some cap tives . When I retu rn in

the sp ring
,
I shal l expect you to marry me . ”

Then Turtle p repa red to go on the war path . He

called al l h is f r i ends
,
the Turtles

,
to h im . He left

camp
,
fo l lowed by a throng of curious Indians . The
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THE STAR CREATURES

Cherokee

NE night hunte rs in the mountains noticed two

shin ing l ights moving along the top of a

di s tan t ridge . After a whi le the l ights van

ished on the o ther s ide . Thus they watched many

nights
,
ta lking around the camp fire .

One morning they traveled to the ridge . Then they

searched long . At las t they found two round c reatu res

covered wi th soft fu r o r downy feathers . They had

smal l heads .

Then the hunters took thes e s trange c reatures to thei r

camp . They watched them . In the day
,
they were

only ball s o f gray fur ; only when the breez e s ti rred

thei r fu r
,
then sp a rks flew out . At night they grew

bright and shone l ike S tars .

They kep t very quiet . They d i d not S ti r
,
so the

hunters d id not fas ten them . One night they suddenly

rose from the ground l ike bal l s o f fi re . They went

above the tops o f the trees
,
and then h igher unti l they

reached the Sky- l and . So the hunters knew they

were s ta rs .
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METEORS

M en om in i

HEN a sta r fal ls f rom the sky it l eaves a fie ry

trai l . I t does not d ie . I ts shade goes back

to i ts own pl ace to sh ine again . The Indians

sometimes find the small s ta rs where they have fal len

in th e grass .
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THE LITTLE PEOPLE

Cherokee

HERE i s ano ther race of sp i ri ts
,
the Littl e

People . They l ive in rock caves and in the

mountain s ide . They hardly reach to a man ’s

knee
,
but they are very handsome

,
with long hai r fal l

ing to the ground . They work wonders
,
and are fond

o f mus ic . They spend hal f thei r time drumming and

dancing . I f thei r drum is heard in lonely p laces in

the mountains
,
i t i s no t s afe to fo l low i t . They do not

l ike to be di s turbed and they throw a spel l over peop le

who annoy them . And even when such a person at

l as t gets back home
,
he seems dazed .

Sometimes the Littl e Peop le come nea r a house at

night
,
but even i f peop le hea r them talking

,
they mus t

not go out . And in the morning
,
the co rn i s gathered

,

o r the field clea red
,
as i f a great many people had been

at work .

When a hunte r finds a kni fe in the woods
,
he must

say,
“ Littl e Peopl e

,
I want to take th i s

,

” because it

may belong to them . Othe rwis e
,
they may th row

stones a t h im as he goes home .
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