
The definitions are inadequate in another respect, in that they do not 

distinguish the many types of systems which may possibly fall within their 

ambit. Accordingly, I repeat here an attempt which I have already made 

(King, 1978) to add to the definitions, to explain more fully the concepts 

of agroforestry, and to delineate various sub-divisions of the subject. 

Agroforestry should be considered to be a generic term which embraces the 

following specific components: 

Agri-silviculture - the conscious and deliberate use of land for the 

concurrent production of agricultural crops (including tree crops) and forest 

crops. 

Sylvo-pastoral systems - land management systems in which forests are 

managed for the production of wood as well as for the rearing of domesticated 

animals. 

Agro-sylvo-pastoral systems - in which land is managed for the concurrent 

production of agricultural and forest crops and for the rearing of domestic

ated animals. This system is, in effect, a combination of agri-silviculture 

and the sylvo-pastoral system. 

Multi-purpose forest tree production systems - here forest tree species 

are regenerated and managed for their ability to produce not only wood, but 

leaves and/or fruit that are suitable for food and/or fodder. 

The questions of intimacy of mixture, and of the widths and extent of zones, 

blocks, strips and rows are still not resolved, however,by these definitions. 

It is suggested, as a working hypothesis, that agroforestry might be consid

ered to be practised whenever trees and agricultural crops are grown in 

mixture, provided that the combined widths of the rows of agricultural crops 

do not exceed the heights, at maturity or at the end of the selected rotation, 

of the forest tree crops with which they are grown in mixture; provided 

further that the combined widths of the rows of the forest tree crops do not 

exceed the height of the tree crop at maturity or at some selected rotation. 

This suggestion takes into account, to some extent, the possible competitive 

influence of the tree crop on the growth of the agricultural crop. It assumes 

that agriculture crops that are grown in strips etc. that are no wider than the 

final heights of the trees will be positively influenced by the ameliorating 

effects of the trees on the site. 
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