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Primary sources  

Legislation 

General Notes:  

 Include tables of primary sources at the end of your work beginning with a table of cases, followed by a 
table of legislation then other tables such as treaties and conventions, UN documents, official papers 
and policy documents (see page 11 in the OSCOLA user manual). 

 See page 4 in the OSCOLA user manual for more information on citing legislation in footnotes; pages 
23-28 for full details on citing UK sources (including Scotland); and pages 28-31 on citing EU sources. 

Citing in Footnotes: 

 A citation for a piece of legislation is not required in a footnote if the source, the short title of the act, is 
written in full in your text. 

 If you do not include the name of the act or relevant section in your text the information must be provided in a 
footnote. 

Citing in Table of Legislation: 

 Cite in the same format as in the footnotes but omit the full stop. 
 List every statute cited in the work, with the entry for each statute being sub-divided to show which parts 

of the statute (sections, sub-sections and so on) are cited where. 

UK primary legislation 

Citing in Footnotes 

Shipping and Trading Interests (Protection) Act 1995. 

Citing in Table of Legislation 

Shipping and Trading Interests (Protection) Act 1995 

Scottish primary legislation 

Citing in Footnotes 

Crofting Reform etc Act 2007 (asp 7). 

Citing in Table of Legislation 

Crofting Reform etc Act 2007 (asp 7) 

UK secondary legislation (statutory instruments) 

Citing in Footnotes 

Penalties for Disorderly Behaviour (Amendment of 
Minimum Age) Order 2004, SI 2004/3166. 

Citing in Table of Legislation 

Penalties for Disorderly Behaviour (Amendment of 
Minimum Age) Order 2004, SI 2004/3166 

Scottish secondary legislation 

Citing in Footnotes 

Breeding of Dogs (Licensing Records) (Scotland) 
Regulations 1999, SSI 1999/176. 

Citing in Table of Legislation 

Breeding of Dogs (Licensing Records) (Scotland) 
Regulations 1999, SSI 1999/176 

EU legislation  
When citing treaties and protocols: give the title of the legislation (including amendments), year of 
publication, the OJ series, issue and page numbers. 

Citing in Footnotes 

Protocol to the Agreement on the Member States 
that do not fully apply to the Schengen acquis – 
Joint Declarations [2007] OJ L129/35. 

Consolidated Version of the Treaty on European 
Union [2008] OJ C115/13. 

Citing in Table of Legislation 

Protocol to the Agreement on the Member States 
that do not fully apply to the Schengen acquis – Joint 
Declarations [2007] OJ L129/35 

Consolidated Version of the Treaty on European 
Union [2008] OJ C115/13 
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